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ology, whether occupied in the field or in the cabinet, and will, for 
many years to come, be the standard of reference. Its value is 
enhanced by the fact that it is the first large catalogue of species 
in which the attempt has been made to follow out the classifica- 
tion outlined by our leading ichthyologists, and founded on struc- 
tural characters of more importance than the scales and spines 
which are the basis of the older classifications. 
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GENERAL NOTES. 
GEOGRAPHY AND TRAVELS. 1 

America. — At a recent meeting of the Royal Geographical 
Society, Mr. C. R. Markham read an article upon the explora- 
tions of Dr. Edwin Heath and others of the courses of the Am- 
aru-mayu (Madre de Dios) and Beni. The streams which flow 
from the eastern cordillera for a length of upwards of 500 miles 
unite into these two grand rivers, which effect a junction in io° 
5i'-42" S. lat, and thence flow on to join the Mamore and form 
the Madeira. The Beni in flood is said to carry as much water 
as the Mississippi, yet the Amaru-mayu is far larger, owing 
greatly to the fact that its main tributary, or rather true upper 
course, the Ynambari, flows for nearly 200 miles between the 
Andes and an isolated line of hills, and receives tribute on both 
sides. 

The main stream of the Beni rises in the fertile Yungas of 

1 This department is edited by W. N. Locktnoton, Philadelphia. 



